
Equine gelding collaboration 
Eseltjiesrus Donkey Sanctuary, through their Nico Benadé Veterinary Fund, EARS 
Donkey Sanctuary and EberVet Community Veterinary Care had an equine gelding 
drive in Nieu-Bethesda, Eastern Cape in September 2022. This campaign saw 15 
equines treated, at no charge to their owners, in this rural area. 

This donkey owner brought his working donkey, ‘Pepper’ to be castrated. Here Pepper is looking for some 
last minute re-assurance from his owner while the vet examines him.

Nieu-Bethesda is a village in the Eastern 
Cape at the foot of the Sneeuberge, 
approximately 50 kilometres from Graaff 
Reinet. It was founded in 1875 as a church 
town, like many other Karoo villages, and 
attained municipal status in 1886. The name 
is of biblical origin and means “place of 
flowing water”.  Administered by the Sarah 
Baartman District Municipality, the area has 
a high unemployment and poverty rate. 



The donkey is anaesthetised and does not feel the surgery. The head is covered with a 
blanket to prevent flies and sunlight irritating him.  

Gelding: A gelding is a castrated male 
horse or other equine, such as a pony, 
donkey or mule. Castration, besides 
eliminating hormonally driven behaviour 
associated with a stallion, allows a male 
equine to be calmer and better-behaved, 
making the animal quieter, gentler and 
generally more suitable as an everyday 
working animal. 
 
While modern surgical procedures 
cause far less discomfort to the animal 
than more primitive methods, there 
is minor postoperative discomfort 
when the animal is in recovery. 

Although castrations generally have 
few complications, there are risks and 
gelding should be carried out by qualified 
veterinarians. 

For more information visit The Donkey 
Sanctuary (UK) website:  
www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/what-we-do/
knowledge-and-advice/for-owners/stallions-mares-
and-geldings

This leaflet is also available at  
www.donkeysforafrica.org/gelding.pdf

Tight hugs are part of 
the process. Donkeys 

are  easier to work with 
once they have been 

gelded. Gelding images by JP MEINTJES from Nieu-Bethesda. jp.meintjes.za@gmail.com

“As hulle gedoen is, verstaan 
ons mekaar en dan trek hulle 
lekker... “

“BakBak is here for his gelding 
today. Our main problems in this 
region are feed and sterilisation 
for donkeys and all animals. This 
assistance is truly appreciated.”

The visit to this 
remote area by 
the veterinarians 
was welcomed and 
appreciated by 
owners and animal 
welfare activists.

A good meal is part of the bargain. Donkey owners are also educated about how to optimise the 
productivity of their working animals. This includes education about proper harnessing and taking care of 
their loyal working companions. 

Once a veterinarian removes the testicles, a horse’s or donkey’s body ceases 
production of testosterone, which is the hormone that contributes to undesirable, 
hormonally-influenced stallion behaviour. Gelding an equine, similarly to spaying 
or neutering a cat or dog, often helps calm him down and improve his overall 
temperament. This is important for owners that rely on these animals for their basic 
income generation.



www.donkeysanctuary.co.za
NPO 056-575 | PBO 930028734 
 
The Nico Benadé 
Veterinary Fund
The young veterinarian 
Nico Benadé died tragically 
in a car accident and his 
family established a fund 
in his memory, which 
Eseltjiesrus administers. 
The fund is used to 
cover out-of-the-ordinary 
veterinary benefits to our 
donkeys, those in foster 
care and in community 
outreach efforts.

You can help to make such outreach happen
It costs roughly R900 per procedure at welfare rates. This covers 
the cost of the surgical equipment and the required medication.  
Your donation will help provide such essential veterinary services to 
communities that rely on donkeys for a basic living, yet cannot afford 
to have them treated. Please consider a donation to one of the above 
welfare organisations. 
 
EARS via www.facebook.com/EARS-Donkey-Sanctuary  
Ebervet at www.ebervet.com
Eseltjiesrus at www.donkeysanctuary.co.za

www.ebervet.com 
 
EberVet Community 
Veterinary Care 

Dr Hilldidge Beer launched 
EberVet Community 
Veterinary Care (CVC) 
in 2006, offering free pet 
sterilisation and basic 
health care to pet owners in 
underprivileged communities 
across the Helderberg, 
Overberg and Karoo.  This 
was in line with a South 
African Veterinary Association 
initiative which called on 
veterinary surgeons to 
donate their time and skills 
to impoverished pet owners, 
many of whom have no 
access to veterinary care - 
either because they cannot 
afford it, or because there is 
no resident vet in their town.

www.facebook.com/ 
EARS-Donkey-Sanctuary/ 
NPO 147-280  
 
EARS Donkey 
Sanctuary 
 
EARS is dedicated 
to a dog that pulled a 
small group of people 
together determined to 
make a difference in the 
lives of all animals in 
Greyton, Genadendal, 
Heuwelkroon, 
Bosmanskloof and 
Voorstekraal. Ears is an 
angel that comes with fur 
and four paws, without 
her this organisation 
would not have come to 
be. 


