
The Donkey Sanctuary in 2019 revised 
their comprehensive report entitled 
Under the Skin, exposing the shocking 
facts around the trade in donkey 
skins for use in Traditional Chinese 
Medicine.

The campaign “Stop the Slaughter” 
followed, with a series of reports on 
“The Global Trade in Donkey Skins: 
A Ticking Time Bomb”. These reports 
were recently presented at different 
conferences.

The first report showed the role of the 
donkey skin trade in facilitating wildlife 
trafficking. The next report was on the 
challenges and implications of donkey 
farming: “Myth or money.” The latest 
report is entitled “Biosecurity risks 
and Implications for Human & Animal 
Health on a Global Scale”. 

Zoonotic diseases  
These are one of the biggest 
threats to global public 
health. The donkey skin trade 
is currently operating without 
adequate veterinary and 
biosecurity protocols. Due 
to the clandestine nature of 
the trade, donkeys and their 
products are often impossible 
to track, making the trade in 
donkey skins a biosecurity 
hazard for equines and 
humans worldwide. 

The report has 
recommendations to shipping 
companies, governments and 
the ejiao industry: 

• The shipping industry should be 
aware of the biosecurity risks and 
legal aspects around the trade. It 
must introduce a specific customs 
classification code for consignments of 
donkey skins instead of using a generic 
code that is also used for bovine and 
other skins. 

• National governments should apply 
and enforce existing legislation.  They 
need to work collaboratively with 
the global veterinary community to 
recognise the risk of zoonosis and take 
a One Health approach to tackling the 
spread of infectious diseases. 

• The ejiao industry must recognise the 
significant biosecurity risk to people, 
equids and other animals. They need 
to cut ties with the global skin trade 
and support national governments to 

protect their national herds.  
It is also necessary to 
accelerate moves towards 
safe sources of raw materials, 
specifically in the field of 
cellular agriculture. 
 
All the reports and more 
information about the 
skin trade are available in 
the web-based library of 
Donkeys for Africa.
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Evidence-based research to help donkeys 
These reports provide evidence-based research to combat the threat facing 
communities and their donkeys, let alone the welfare concerns for the animals. 

INSIDE: 
Feedback from 6th Africa Animal 
Welfare Conference, The Donkey 
Welfare Symposium, the World 
Horse Welfare’s Conference 
and the Pan African Donkey 
Conference.

PAGE 2 PAGE 5
African donkey news from 
Botswana, Morocco to South 
Africa, from Senegal and the 
Ivory Coast to The Gambia.

Donkeys are transported vast 
distances in terrible conditions. 
Up to 50% die during transit. 
IMAGE:TDS
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In the opening address the Executive Director of the One Health 
Institute, Dr Mike Ziccardi, emphasised the role of donkeys 
in One Health while Dr Woutrina Smith, Director of Global 
Programmes and Associate Director of the One Health Institute, 
explained that the Institute supports research and other projects 
globally and can provide funding. Opportunities exist for 
collaboration and international learning.  

Domestication of donkeys 
Dr Fiona Marshall, Professor of Anthropology, spoke on the 
domestication of donkeys. Donkeys were the original transport 
animals that preceded horses and camels and enjoyed high 
status. Some of the effects of domestication were that donkeys 
became smaller and less resilient than before, with altered 
hormonal systems, became more tolerant of people and more 
social than their wild relatives. They are less herd-orientated 
than horses, tougher, smarter and less highly strung than horses.

Donkey first aid
Dr Eric and Cindy Davis presented “First Aid – what you 
can do before you call the veterinarian”. It is important to 
know your donkey and its normal behaviours. Get to know 
its body, handle it, prepare it for procedures like measuring 
of temperature, using a stethoscope, administering injections 
and oral meds, touching the gums to test capillary refill time, 
examining eyes, pinching the skin to test for dehydration. Get 
to know your donkey in its healthy state so you can identify 
when something is different. Measure respiration, temperature, 
capillary refill time and pulse regularly. 
 
Pest management
“Donkey Health and minimising the use of antibiotics, 
antihelmintics and pest management“ was presented by Dr 
Alex Thiemann of The Donkey Sanctuary (TDS). The growing 
concern about overuse, resistance, and over the counter access 
of antihelmintics was mentioned. There is the need to create 
full Faecal Egg Count profiles and take into account other 
factors such as the age of the donkey. Concerns are antibiotic 
resistance in animals and humans, spread in the environment 
and challenges in developing new antibiotics. 
 
Honey for healing
A practical treatment is the use of honey for wound healing. 
It has an osmotic effect, lowers pH, results in production 
of hydrogen peroxide, has immuno-modulating and anti-
inflammatory effects, debrides and creates a moist environment. 
Use it to clean wounds and enhance healing, use prior to 
suturing wounds, and post-operatively on wounds in hooves. 
Caution: stop when granulation tissue is present, and do not use 
after sarcoid removal. 

Diagnosing donkeys 
Dr Erin Goodrich from Cornell University, spoke on “Donkey 
specific diagnostic tools”. Remember that donkeys differ from 
horses in many physiological respects. Subtle signs of distress 

in donkeys are clamped nostrils, tensed muzzle, semi-closed 
eyes and visible sclera. More information is in The Clinical 
Companion of the Donkey, in our library. 
 
Ejiao update
Brooke USA gave an update on ejiao trading. USA is the 
world’s third-largest importer of ejiao products after Hong 
Kong and Japan.  Emily Marquez-Dulin, CEO, explained that 
Brooke USA is currently focusing on Stop the Sale campaigns, 
targeting companies like Amazon who declined to remove 
ejiao products from their platform. They are also lobbying 
Government to get a Federal ban on ejiao products. Emily 
reminded the audience that “Advocacy is a marathon, not a 
sprint, requiring commitment and dedication.” 

Sian Edwards, Campaign Manager at TDS for the “Stop the 
Slaughter – End the Skin Trade” campaign, said that their 
strategy is to disrupt the trade. TDS is producing a series of 
reports, with the latest being “Biosecurity risks in the skins 
trade” (available in our library). Other on-going research 
includes the cellular culture of ejiao and investigation of the 
teaching of Traditional Chinese Medicine.   

Ian Cawsey, Director of Advocacy and Campaigns, expanded 
on the presence of TDS at the United Nations.  
He mentioned the ICWE report “Achieving Agenda 2030” 
available at www.icweworkingequids.org and several 
publications available at www.workinganimalalliance.org (all 
are also available in the DfA library).   
 
Involve communities 
A presentation by the DfA Editor, on the panel looking at 
Global Topics of Donkeys, was entitled “Health Care for 
Donkeys and Community Solutions”.

The presentation examined ways of actively involving 
communities of donkey owners, carers and users in promoting 
donkey health care, emphasising the One Health, One Welfare 
concept. A number of projects that successfully involved 
African communities were highlighted together with the 
importance of inter-disciplinary collaboration in donkey welfare 
service delivery. Human behaviour change and the role of 
humane education were also mentioned. Problems in initiating 
and maintaining such programmes were considered. The low 
status of donkeys is often at the heart of this.
Evidence was drawn from communications received through 
Donkeys for Africa. 

6th Africa Animal Welfare Conference – Action 2022 
Animals, People & the Environment in a rapidly changing 21st Century  

31st October to 2nd November 2022.  
Attendance was per video link and at the venue in Gabarone.
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Resource links: 
• https://globalaffairs.ucdavis.edu/  
• https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/sites/uk/files/2020-11/  
   responsible-worm-control-factsheet.pdf 
• https://beva.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eve.12379  
• www.donkeysforafrica.org/library.html

Donkey farming 
Dr Emma Preston of The Donkey Sanctuary (TDS) delivered 
the report entitled “Donkey Farming: Myth or Money?” 
(Available in the DfA library.) 

She said that the move from small scale farming of donkeys 
to large scale intensive farming with 3 000 or more donkeys 
per farm, is not as lucrative and attractive as it may seem. 
Numerous practical challenges make this species unsuitable 
for production farming. In addition donkey farms can act as a 
smokescreen for illegal trade, not only in donkey skins but also 
wildlife parts.

Working donkeys in Sudan 
Prof. Abdelkareem Abdallah, Botswana University of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, presented this case study.

The role and welfare concerns of working donkeys in 
underprivileged communities in Sudan are no different 
from other parts of Africa. Donkeys have low status and are 
considered stupid. They perform tough work, suffering from 
overloading, inhumane treatment and poor management. A 
study at a veterinary clinic found depressed donkeys, poor 
BCS (Body Condition Score), presence of wounds and scars, 
evidence of beating, excessive work hours, and restricted 
access to food and water. The owners need to become aware of 
good welfare practices.

Livestock pounds in South Africa 
The welfare of animals in livestock pounds in South Africa was 
discussed by Dr Bryce Marock of the National SPCA in South 
Africa. He explained that conditions at livestock pounds are 
often overlooked. Inspectors at NSPCA have a checklist that 
deals with levels of care.  
 
Certain conditions are non-negotiable, he stated. It is important 
that the different authorities are made aware of their duty to 
enforce acceptable welfare standards at pounds.

 
Women in Agribusiness 
“Animal Welfare from the perspectives of Women in 
Agribusiness” was discussed by Yunike Phiri of the  Zambia 
Chapter of African Women in Animal Resources Farming and 
Agribusiness Network (AWARFAN) . 

Livestock provides a pathway to female empowerment, gender 
equality and economic development. Access to expertise and 
resources to enhance animal welfare is essential, rather than 
focusing on the science of animal welfare. “Africa needs 
innovative interventions to empower women to ensure good 
animal welfare.”

Comments in general discussion were that there is the 
danger of paying lip service to animal welfare. Action and 
commitment are needed. Advocacy must not only trigger 
action from governments but also mobilise resources to support 
governments.

Observations included: 
• There is a need to build human capacity in research, animal 
sciences, welfare and ethics across Africa.

• Animal welfare is mostly evaluated by the presence of 
negative states. Good experiences also need attention and can 
influence research on animal welfare. 

• We need to promote the use of natural animal behaviour 
and local knowledge to enhance animal welfare. A holistic 
approach is needed. This includes the inclusion and integration 
of different groups such as religious leaders, women in agri-
business, farmers, animal caregivers, animal extension officers 
and inspectors, animal sanctuaries and rescue centre staff, and 
veterinarians.

• There is a need to increase the training of local communities 
about the significance of animal welfare principles through 
better communication strategies. We should promote the use 
of the One Welfare approach in assessing the sustainability of 
different animal agricultural practices.

The Donkey Welfare Symposium 2022 
Presented by the One Health Institute at the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of California Davis.  

12th & 13th November 2022.  
Attendance was per video link and on site at the University. 

Resource link: 
• https://www.aawconference.org 

Dr Bryce Marock of the NSPCA explaining some non-negotiables. 
Officials and organisations in other countries can do well to implement 
these essential conditions in dealing with stray or impounded animals.

http://www.icweworkingequids.org
http://www.workinganimalalliance.org
https://globalaffairs.ucdavis.edu/
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/sites/uk/files/2020-11/responsible-worm-control-factsheet.pdf
https://www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/sites/uk/files/2020-11/responsible-worm-control-factsheet.pdf
https://beva.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/eve.12379
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Ejiao action   
The requirement to sensitise all parts of the ejiao supply chain 
was emphasised. This includes the improved care for donkeys in 
communities, through to support from governments, right up to 
the practitioners and users of the ejiao products. Lessons can be 
learned from the wildlife protection sector that has succeeded in 
banning trade in ivory and lion parts, for example.

Donkey farming challenges 
Dr Joel Collins from The Donkey Sanctuary reminded the 
audience of the challenges facing intensive donkey farming. 
“There are few species less suited to intensive farming, than 
donkeys.” They are highly susceptible to stress and that affects 
health issues, fertility and survival. 

He said that donkey collagen can be produced very successfully 
in laboratory conditions – and asked why this is not being done. 
He defines sustainability as “Enough for all, for ever” and 
cautioned against greed for ever increasing production. 
 
Skins trade causes economic loss  
Dr Ameha Sebside spoke about the situation in Kenya, where 
a study has shown that the income lost by donkey-owning 
communities due to the impact of the skins trade, is 15 times 
greater than the value of the donkey skins and meat harvested. 
The only parties that benefit are the brokers, traders and 
exporters. 

Dr Sebside concluded with recommendations to ensure 
the sustainability of the ban on the skins trade: maintain 
the awareness of the skins trade impact, advocate for the 
reinforcement and upholding of the bans on the trade, advocate 
on the danger of the threat to livelihoods at the forum African-
China Co-operation, and make policies and legislations more 
inclusive of donkeys. 

African trends in donkey slaughter 
“Trends in donkey slaughter and skin trade across African Union 
member states” was presented by Dr. Philip Mshelia, Ahmadu 
Bello University, Nigeria. 
 
This important presentation gives a detailed account of how 
donkeys are smuggled across each of the regions throughout 
Africa. It highlights where legal and illegal abattoir activities 
are taking place and the social, economic and health hazards 
involved. 
 
It shows which countries have had some success in combating 
the skin trade. Importantly, it provides a range of realistic 
solutions and approaches which should be considered from an 
African perspective. 
 
Philip states: “We have the capacity to bring an end to donkey 
ABUSE and CRUELTY in Africa. Our collective will has 
prevailed against the crave for ejiao and its ‘economic gain’. 
Therefore, winning  this battle is a matter of obligation.” 
 
This presentation 
is available in the 
DfA library as a 
PDF file.

The Okavango Animal Welfare Trust (OAWT) was established 
in early 2022 to meet the need for animal care and welfare 
education in Ngamiland. This is an area of around 200km 
around Samochima Village in Northern Botswana. 

As well as the usual small animals, there are many donkeys 
and horses that work seasonally and are largely dependent on 
foraging for food in this area. 

In November 2021 Kenny Disho, formerly of Maun Animal 
Welfare Society (MAWS), returned to settle in Samochima.  
He approached Ansie Gildenhuys with the proposal to establish 
a Trust to hold funds for treatments for animals. Ansie has 
lived there since 2009, and had established a reputation for 
helping injured and sick animals. Five local villagers form the 
management committee of the Trust. 

Although the nearest veterinarian is at Maun, 400 km away, 
a number of people offer support. SPANA has assisted with 
clinics and workshops. The nearest Government Veterinarian, 
Dr Ramokwena in Shakawe, as well as veterinarians in 
Gaborone, provide advice and medications. Other veterinarians 
from Maun, Onderstepoort in South Africa, and even as far as 
Canada and England provide advice. MAWS in Maun sends 
volunteer vets from overseas for sterilisation drives of the 
smaller animals.  

The biggest challenges are veterinary equipment and 
medications, and an area for safe keeping for injured animals. 
The chief of Samochima Village, Kgosi Koloi, is very positive 
about the Trust and supports their activities. Outreach work 
and clinics are part of the Trust’s activities, with a focus on 
involving the youth. They offer Humane Education  

activities as well 
as ‘fun days’ and  
will address Farmers’ 
Committees and Kgotla  
(community) meetings about animal welfare.  

At a recent outreach clinic at Samochima,  87 donkeys and 
horses came for attention: hoof trimming, deworming and 
wound treatments. Equipment such as halters and tack, donated 
by the Horse Society in Gabarone,  was distributed. The farrier 
Jacques Pieterse, who works throughout Botswana, gave most 
of the equids their first ever hoof trim. He used the opportunity 
while trimming hooves, to explain the harmful consequences of 
hobbling and neglect of hoof care. He also teaches the correct 
use of equipment and the need for dental care when he visits. 
A follow up clinic the next day at the Samatambi Farm, saw 11 
donkeys and 9 horses being treated. 

 “We dream big and there is a good future ahead.” says 
OAWT.
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Pan African Donkey Conference 
 The continental flagship on donkey welfare issues. 

1st & 2nd December 2022.  
Via video link and on site in Dar es Salaam. 

Resource links: 
• https://panafricandonkeyconference.org 
• www.donkeysforafrica.org/Resources/Donkey_slaughter_in_Africa.pdf

Roly Owers, World Horse Welfare Chief Executive, delivered 
the keynote address. He posed questions about the fact that there 
are many different practices applied to equids. The following 
were aspects to consider before shouting abuse: 
• Scientific research has broadened our perspectives and 
perceptions of acceptable practices. 
• We cannot fix abuse with abuse – we must engage respectfully. 
• The role of ethics is important.  
• Always understand the impact on the equid.  
• Intentions do not equal impacts: it is not only what you do but 
also how you do it.

 

Getting the balance right 
Tamara Tadich, Associate Professor, Universidad Austral de 
Chile, spoke on “Getting the balance right for working equids.” 

Tamara defined a working donkey as one who provides, or 
facilitates the obtaining of, an essential resource for its owner. 
Their contribution to society and local economies can be direct 
or indirect. Many wonder if it is ethical to use them or if we 
should replace them with other technologies.

We will all do well to think about such matters instead of merely 
accepting the status quo of many practices around working 
donkeys.

World Horse Welfare Conference  
 “When does use become abuse?” 

10th November 2022.  
Royal Geographical Society London and online. 

Resource link: 
• www.worldhorsewelfare.org/about-us/our-organisation/our-conference

Mobile:+267 77 318 695 
Facebook:www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100081846036614 
Email:okavangoanimalwelfaretrust@gmail.com

Okavango Animal Welfare Trust

Lucky was born three months ago at this 
rescue haven. Here he is with his mother, 
Boksie, as Veronica Motama looks after the 
two donkeys during feeding times.

The Trustees: Keneilwe Disho - Chairman, Veronica Motama - Vice Chairlady, 
Gaboutwane Tunapo - Treasurer, Ansie Gildenhuys - Technical Advisor, 
Galethophe Bolokang - Secretary, and Tumologo Sesinyi - Vice Secretary.

Farrier Jacques Pieterse with a happy owner and 
happy donkey. Many donkeys experience their 
first hoof cleaning and corrective work at this 
remote outpost.

Jacques Pieterse also spends his time educating 
owners about proper equine treatment. Here 
he is showing the effect of teeth aging, and 
explains the requirement for dental care.

https://panafricandonkeyconference.org/
mailto:okavangoanimalwelfaretrust@gmail.com
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Donkey traction 
“We have purchased a cart and will hire donkeys from a donkey 
owner in Hala, a settlement in the Eastern Cape Province. The 
aim is to teach children and unemployed youth how to manage 
a donkey traction business. 

Three young boys have already completed our 
Entrepreneurial Skills training and will be the first 
drivers to transport groceries for locals from the 
taxi stop. In time they will also transport water and 
vegetables from local market gardens to locals’ 
houses. The boys made beautiful and comfortable 
halters for the donkeys and are now making harnesses 
to fit them” says director Michelle Griffith. 

Permaculture practical training  
Donkey owners in nearby Sompondo and Hala 
learned  permaculture techniques to grow organic 
vegetables. This training forms part of their One Health, One 
Welfare programme. 

A workshop was held for members of two community market 
gardens in Khayalethu, on producing plant based ointment.  

This ointment is used for a variety of skin ailments for animals 
and people. The plants can be grown in their gardens, making 
the ointment inexpensive to make.

Sterilisation campaign
Thirty-two dogs and cats from Khayalethu, Hala and 
Nothenga were sterilised during a campaign held by 
the Eastern Cape Compulsory Community Service 
(CCS) vets and overseen by a community outreach 
vet. 

Meeting new donkey owners and their 
donkeys
Donkey owners from Gilton have asked amaTrac 
uluntu to help them set up a community market garden 
like the one in Khayalethu. They will be included in 
their Entrepreneurial Skills training programme for 
2023.

During Covid-19 there was an upsurge of injured donkeys from 
the Bulawayo township and surrounding areas. This was mainly 
due to conflict between the donkey owners and crop owners in 
the townships. Some donkey owners would bring their goods 
(usually illegal firewood) into the townships. They would 
release their donkeys where crops were growing and the crop 
owners would retaliate. MARES would then be contacted and 
has taken in more than 60 maimed donkeys.  

From being charged to educating 
In May 2022 MARES was charged with stock theft by the 
ZRP (Zimbabwe Republic Police). In fighting this case, 
MARES realised that there were many grey areas pertaining 
to the Cruelty to Animals Act, the ZRP Statutory Act and the 
Bulawayo Council bylaws. However, the most concerning 
revelation was the complete lack of knowledge about animal 
law from the ZRP and the Council. 
 
In August MARES won their case against the ZRP and the 
Council. MARES teamed up with Speak Out For Animals 

(SOFA) under Advocate Everlasting Chinonda, a graduate 
in Animal Law. A seminar on the rights of animals under the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and the Wildlife Act was 
held. Public prosecutors, magistrates, police, lawyers and 
welfare organisations were invited.  

There is a need to hold more such seminars as it has become 
evident that all the respective parties have had no training for 
over 20 years.  How can a donkey be defended by the police 
who didn’t even know there was a Cruelty to Animals Act?  
They only knew about stock theft.

Under the guidance of Advocate Chinonda and assistance 
from the Massachusetts University the first eight Animal Law 
Graduates from Masvingo State University will be qualifying 
soon, which is positive news for Zimbabwe.

“This year has been the most trying we have experienced but 
we are confident that in the long run it will benefit not only the 
donkeys, but all animals in Zimbabwe” says MARES.

Conflict ends with a positive outcome
Animal law update from MARES (Matabeleland Animal Rescue & 
Equine Sanctuary) based in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe. 

Community outreach for donkeys
Essential engagement in the community by the  
Zambezi Working Donkey Project (ZWDP) in Livingstone, Zambia. 

Creating, providing and educating about proper harnessing reduces 
donkey injuries.

Rescuing and treating donkeys with harnessing wounds is an  
on-going welfare activity.

Safe at the sanctuary. A recovering donkey.

Donkeys have only been used as draught animals in Zambia for 
around twenty years. Consequently there are many common 
practices that are unsuited for donkeys. ZWDP outreach clinics 
address these while offering routine health treatments. 

They take their horse trailer, harness makers and materials, a 
generator and metal cutting gear to modify carts. A vet and a 
farrier go along and in severe cases a donkey will be taken to 
the rehabilitation centre until it is well enough to return to its 
owner.

One Welfare project a success
amaTrac uluntu promotes the donkey traction business 
together with agriculture, animal and human welfare.  

An update of their activities:

Involving the youth in the One Health project is essential.

Teaching young men the donkey business. Permaculture training has a wide range of uplifting benefits.

Sterilisation day in action.

“Donkey 
teachings 
include 
training 
on how to 
make own 
halters and 
harnesses.”
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A number of conferences have addressed the donkey skin 
trade, either as the main theme or a side issue. This newsletter 
reports on some of them.

When Donkeys for Africa was launched in 2017, we planned 
to communicate only with donkey-orientated organisations. 
We soon realised the folly of this, as it became increasingly 
necessary to sensitise more people to the challenges facing 
our favourite species. By reaching out to organisations and 
individuals who are not directly concerned with donkeys, we 
widen our impact. 

It is disturbing that even today we often hear of people who 
have no knowledge of the skins trade. Once informed, they 
might think that they are not able to do anything about it.

The quote from Emily Marquez-Dulin, CEO of Brooke 
USA, resonates: “Advocacy is a marathon, not a sprint, 
requiring commitment and dedication.”

This long run may become tiring, so we wish each of you a 
restful and refreshing 
year-end. Relax, 
recharge and build up 
new energy for the 
year that lies ahead. 
Donkeys depend on 
each of us. Let us make 
2023 a year of further 
positive change.

Mules in Morocco  
Mules provide transport to 
tourists in Imlil in the High 
Atlas Mountains where steep, 

narrow, rocky mountain passes 
are inaccessible to motor vehicles. 
The mules also carry essential 
goods such as food and water for 
local people. 

When the tourism industry 
collapsed as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic the loss of 
income had a devastating impact. Owners struggled to feed their 
families and the animals they depend on. SPANA assisted with 
feed and care for the animals and their mobile clinics ensured 
that animal welfare received on-going attention. 

Education 
SPANA is involved with an animal welfare education 
programme in Guinea. 

A five-year agreement with the Ministry of Primary and 
Secondary Education in Zimbabwe is in place, to run and 

support clubs “Promoting Animal Welfare in Schools” (PAWS) 
in primary schools across the country.

In Mauritania SPANA was selected as the official animal 
welfare organisation for a new “Green Schools” pilot 

project, which will introduce animal welfare lessons into 62 
schools in Mauritania. Students taking part in the new project 
will learn about the environment and sustainable development, 
and the need for good animal welfare. 

As a result of action by Brooke West 
Africa, a ban on the donkey skin trade 
was put into effect in Senegal. 
Further attention was then paid to 
corridors enabling cross-border 
movement of skins.

Ivory Coast, which has a large 
port, had become a corridor for 

the trade alongside border countries like Ghana and Burkina 
Faso. The Ivory Coast authorities were aware of the issue, 
and in 2019 closed a clandestine donkey slaughterhouse in the 
northern town of Ouangolodougou, adjacent to the border with 
Burkina Faso. 

On 13 July 2022 the Ivory Coast announced a ban on both 
slaughter and export of donkey skins. 

SPANA highlights African projects

Mules have, for centuries, been 
the ideal mountain ‘Sherpa’.

www.thebrooke.org/our-work/donkey-skin-trade 
Ivory Coast bans donkey skin trade

Twenty years of helping in The Gambia

In the past 20 years this registered charity has treated a lot of 
animals – and helped a lot of their owners. They have trained 
apprentices, held workshops for veterinary professionals, 
welcomed volunteer vets and nurses, taught hundreds of school 

children and over 1 000 university and 
college students. 
Read about their success stories in this 
latest newsletter. 

The Autumn newsletter from The Gambia Horse and Donkey Trust is available at:
www.gambiahorseanddonkey.org.uk/autumn2022.pdf

https://www.thebrooke.org/brooke-west-africa
https://www.thebrooke.org/brooke-west-africa
https://www.thebrooke.org/news/donkey-skin-trade-west-africa-ghana-corridor-puts-donkeys-risk
https://www.thebrooke.org/our-work/donkey-skin-trade
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